[About Dick...or the lack of family structure in Polynesia].
Using the case of Dick, an inmate treated in the Psychiatric Ward of the Penitentiary of Nuutania in Tahiti, the author describes the difficulty and even impossibility of formation of traditional family units in Polynesia. The characteristic features are lack of communication, the role of the unspoken and isolation. Old taboos no longer provide controls in crisis situations. Basic landmarks allowing symbolization of the law have disappeared and people now turn to an outside source, metropolitan law which nevertheless remains "alien". This ultimate consensus is the last vestige of Polynesian culture. The different parties appear to be satisfied by this arrangement, the last bastion before the appearance of a totally unstructured society in which the underlying violence is no longer held in check by sacred beliefs.